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Summarized in the attached statement are. the results of 
the past season's trap-scouting to determine distribution of the 
Japanese beetle, Included as part of the record is a list showing 
points outside the prasent regulated area at which bectles were 
captured, together with comparisons of previous ycars' trap catches 
in nonregulated territory. . 


As now contemplited, quarantine erea revision based on the 
present season's scouting will be Limited to local extension of 
the zone in Marylenc, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
West Virginia, sSoii treating progrems to suppress established in- 
festations within the respective Stetes have been completed in 
Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigen, anu Missouri. . Lead arsenate 
wos also applied to the infestations in Frie and Oil City, Pea. 
Early spring treatments of the Indiana infestations are assured. 
Quarantine action will he deferred for the present in North Caro- 
lina ana in Brighton and Rochester, N. ¥., toe afford interested 
State and local officiais an opportunity to organize treating pro- 
grams in the infested communities. AL major infestationge in 
North Carolina are now subject to Stete regulaticns closely parcl- 
leling Fedcral quarantine restrictions. 


These control measures are considered adequate te eliminate 


. the hazard of interstate sprend of the insect from nonqusrantined 


States. Accordingly, ne quarentine heering will be held at this 
time to consider tne extension of the regulated zone or modifica- 
tion of the regulations. The accompunying statement is issued in 


« 


lieu of the report usually given at qutrantine hearings. It makes 
fo 4 3s ’ 


. available to State quarentine officials and other interested par- 


ties the latest information on the-Gistribution of this insect. 


Chief of Bureau. 


JAPSUECE BEBTLE CONTROL OPERATIONS TURING 1938 
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All the principal field stations of the Bureau of Entomolo- 
gy and Plant Quarantine throughout the Unitee &tates were utilized 
during the past summer in a Japenese beetle trasping survey. Start- 
ing in Aprii end extencing into July, smell lots cf tress were sent 
to the field stations. A total of 1,920 trans vas distributed in 
lots of a dozen each to 160 Burcau field stctions in 36 States, 
including 29 nonquarantined States, and 7 States pertially infested. 
The only States not represented in this bureeu-wice field survey 
were Aarkensas, Nevada, Oklahoma, South Dakota snd Kentucky. The 
Bureau's vegulurly scheduled trepoing program took cere of trap- 
scouting in Kentucky. This left only four States that were not 
trapped to some cesree in this seeson's program. In only tro in- 
stances were beetles cuught in traps set anu tended by staff mem- 
bers of the field stations. A solitary bectle cach wes caught at 
Sandusky, Onio and Savennéh, Georvis. 


This summer the Bureau coonerated in 4 iarse-scale Japanese 
beetle control campaign inaugurated by the ¢tate of wleryland. Ap- 
proximately 40,000 trass vere opereted in the State curing the 
Suamer. Part of these were lozned by the Euresu but the mo. jority 
were the proserty of the State. Tots] trepg cutches curing the 
seacon amounted to 13,166 quarts of beetles. These wovle weigh 
42.5 tons. Trapoing wes carried on in 8&9 cities, toins and villages. 
in heavily infested areas in Cecil, Baltinore, Kent, Somerset end 
Worcester counties, demonstration tregolny was sponsored on farms. 
The control program was designed to returd and control the insect 
in infested ereas, LEducetionul work was an essential port of the 
program. Demonstretions of sporgying and soil trestuent, coloniza- 
tion of parasites, and adjustuent of plenting dates were several 
phases of the summer's control activities. 
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Tne regular trapping progrsm was cerried on in 18 States. 
At the seasonal peak, 97,766 of the scouting-tiype traps were in 
operation. A total of 341 trap inspectors vag euployed, usually 
for 30 working Cars, to place and tend the traps. 


fraps were distributed in 402 cities ané tows. Through- 
out the season beetles vere caught ut 95 of the trapping voints. 
Only 37 of these were first-records, the remainder being sparse 
infestations carried over from previous years. 


ae 


The only firs st-record infestations showing enough beétles 
to warrant quarantine or control measures were confined to the 
partially-regulated States. . Three first-record | infestaticns nag 
lilinois were of 1 or 2 beutiee each. The Same was true in the 
case of a single first-record in Iowa, 2 in Michigan, and 3 in 
North Carolina, ..In States partially under regul lation, first- . 
record collections were made beg localities in Maine;°4 in Mary- 
land, 3 in New York, 9 in Ohio, | ond 4 in Virginia, Of ‘thesé the 
only infestations of an established nature that would warrant’ 

soil treatment or quarantine, extenSicn were those at Jefferson, 

Lander, and Queen Anne, Md.; Mount Morris dnd .Beighton, N. Yi =< 
the latter a suburb of Rochester} ana Dermison, Dover and Newark, 
Ohio. Some of .the incipien , or negligible infestatis ns--ranging 
from 1 to 10 beetles each--wil Ll probably be included in the regu- 
lated area because of, their proximity oc the main regulated zone | 
or due to their loc sition between the main regulated arca and some 
of the more important, infosts itions thot meg y be placed under regu- 
lation. | ected 


Of considerable more consequenes then the first-record 
infestations were the increased beetle populations in quite a 
number of ere: a towns in which the inséct nad Been ‘captured 
in previous year Seil treating programs hive been quite exten- 
sive, in many Le “the docalities showing substantial. pjpulation 
increases. . 


Since trapping operations begén in May of this year, 
Bureau spray trucks have becn utilizcd’ in cooperative soil poison- 
ing operations in 10 cities, Acreage sprayed epproximuted 430. 
There has been no change in the standard dosage of 1,000 pounds 
of lead arsenite per acre for control cf isolated infestations: 
Most extensive of the soil treating jobs was that in Chicago. _ 
Here 162 acres were treated to. cover the sections where most of 
the beetles were caught in the city this summer. A consistently 
good soil treating program in Chicayo hes effected progressive 
reductions in the annual finds, starting at 3,740 in 1936, and 
tapering off to 384 last year and 330 this summer. 


Twenty-seven beetles were captured in St. Louis this 
summer which may be compared with the taking of a lone beetle 
there in 1937. There is cause for tis EG however, in 
the fact that only one of the beetles trapped this summer was 
taken ina section that ‘had received lead arsenate application 
in any year since the treating program began there in 1934. 


The principal quarantine expansion groving out of this 
year's trap survey will be in Ohio, where a few counties will 


-~-4- 


probably be added anc several additional island-type quarantined 
areas set up to add a few of the established isolated infestations. 
The State has uncer consideration plans to treat some of the more 
important infestaticns, thereby keeping them out of the regulated 
ZONE» 


Completion of soil treatments in Detroit, Mich., Oil City 
anc Erie, Pa., Louisville, Ky., Atlanta, Ga., anc ee aie and 
Harrisonburg, Va. avoids quarantine ection in these cities for 
the coming year. Assurances have been received from the State En- 
tomclogist of Indiana that their treating provram will be continued 
next spring to include the principal infestaticns discovered there 
this season. Minor extensions of the area to teke in a few in- 
festations are indicated in Maryland, New Yerk, Pennsylvania, Vir- 
ginia anc West Virginia. At the request of the North Carolina 
officials, quarantine action in that State is being deferred a 
least until spring while an effort is made to organize a control 
program. Regulation of the mevement cf hest material from the 
infested communities in the State continues under existing State 
quarantine regulations. 


Following the trapping of 75 beetles in Rochester, N. Y. 
in 1937, soil treatment was done cn the strength of aes quaran— 
tine actiun was withheld. This year's trapping shows that infesta-— 
tion in the city is more widespread than disclesed lest year. ‘In 
addition, @ comparatively heavy, though Lo ealizec, infestation has 
been found in Brighton, adjoining the city on the south. A con- 
ference to discuss the Rochester | situation was held there on De- 
cember 13. At that time State officials and northern New York 
nurserymen expressec a desire to attempt a repetition of the soil 
BRIS program. -Quarantine acticn is accordingly being tempora— 
rily withheld to permit further consideration of spring treatuents 
in these two communities. 
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